IN AFRICA                        63

the policy of imperialism in Africa urged European
States into a policy of hostility to one another*
For twenty-five years it was the sole important
cause of the alienation of France from Britain*
Egypt, and the struggle for the Nile Valley and the
Niger, were the only reasons for that embittered
hostility between the two nations which twice at
least brought them to the very verge of war*
During the same time a similar struggle for con-
trol first of Tunis, then of Tripoli, and finally of
Abyssinia, embittered the relations between two
States, France and Italy, which naturally should
have been friendly* and was a determining factor
in throwing Italy into an alliance with Germany
and Austria directed against France* Lastly,
African imperialism had a very large share in
producing the international situation which ended
in the European war. Germany's demand for
44 a place in the sun " was only a phrase which
covered the complaint of her imperialists that they
had not got their due share in the partition of
Africa and the scramble for empire* The demand
could not be satisfied without disturbing the
status quo in the division of imperial spoils* This
was the one really dangerous element in the ani-
mosity which steadily grew up between Germany